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Meeting Overview 

ɆSummary of Meeting One  

ɆNIOSH Presentation 

ɆProvider's and ASCO Perspective on Barriers to 
Implementing Safety Standards in an Outpatient 
Oncology/Rheumatology Setting 

ɆWhat Other States are Doing 

ɆQOPI Overview 

ɆNext Steps 



SUMMARY OF MEETING ONE 
Mona Gahunia 



Summary: Meeting One 

Ɇ Reviewed why safety standards are important  

Ɇ !3#/ȭÓ own initiative to certify oncology  practices based on quality 
standards 

Ɇ Reviewed several documents as the basis of uniform standards:  
1) 2013 ASCO-ONS Standards for Safe Chemotherapy Administration 

2) CDC Basic Infection Control Plan for Outpatient Oncology Settings 

3) NIOSH Alert 

4) ASHP Guidelines for Handling of Hazardous Drugs 

Ɇ Group consensus that uniform minimum standards in the areas of 
accurate dosing/administration, infection control, and handling of 
hazardous drugs are needed 

Ɇ Initial thoughts and discussion about the challenges in a community-
based outpatient setting  

Ɇ Need to get more specific information standards for rheumatology 
infusion centers 



NIOSH/CDC PRESENTATION 
Thomas Conner and Ken Mead 



NIOSH Activities on Occupational 
Exposure to Hazardous Drugs 

Item Year Published 

NIOSH Alert on Antineoplastic and 

Other Hazardous Drugs in Health Care 

Settings 

2004 (2015 update underway) 

NIOSH List of Hazardous Drugs 2004, 2010, 2012, 2014 (2016 underway) 

Personal Protective Equipment for Health 

Care Workers Who Work with Hazardous 

Drugs 

2009 

Safe Handling of Hazardous Drugs for 

Veterinary Healthcare Workers 

2010 

Medical Surveillance for Healthcare 

Workers Exposed to Hazardous Drugs 

2013 



2004 NIOSH Hazardous Drug 
Alert 

Á NIOSH published Alert in 2004 

Á Product of NIOSH Hazardous 
Drug Working Group (~50 
partners/stakeholders) 

Á Utilized established lists of 
hazardous drugs from 4 
institutions 

Á Added 5th list generated by 
PhRMA 

Á Plan was to update list  
ñannuallyò 

 



NIOSH Criteria for Hazardous 
Drugs 

ÁAny drug identified by at least one of the 
following six characteristics:  
ÁCarcinogenicity 
ÁTeratogenicity or developmental toxicity  
ÁReproductive toxicity in humans 
ÁOrgan toxicity at low doses in humans (<10 mg/day) or 

animals (<1mg/kg/day)  
ÁGenotoxicity  
ÁNew drugs that mimic existing hazardous drugs in 

structure or toxicity  
  
 (NIOSH, 2004)   

 



NIOSH Hazardous Drugs 

ÁNIOSH conducts a Hazard Identification 

ÁWe do not do a Risk Assessment 

Á The risk depends on:  

Áhow the drug is used 

Á in what setting  

Áhow often it is used  

ÁEach institution should determine risks for 
the drugs they use 


